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Letter From the
Editor
Hello All!
Another year of school has begun, and thus another issue of this
magazine shall be published. With this being my first publication, I hope it does not disappoint the three of you that actually
read this.
Those of you who know me might be very confused about why
I, Jesse “hates writing of any kind” Schmitz, am the new Publications Director. The truth is my girlfriend asked me and since I am
a devoted boyfriend (some might say ‘whipped’), I said yes.
We have a great set of articles in this issue that I am sure you will
enjoy. Any new students might be interested in checking out
our advice column from Tanner Aulie, or Marlon Rivas’ article
containing some advice that you may or may not want to follow.
Also be sure to check out our article by Tyson Klein and our interview with author Alex Cousins about art and engineering.
If you’re interested in learning something, you might enjoy my
‘How to Guide’ about folding my championship paper airplane
design, or Shelby LaRose’s article about GMOs.
There is plenty of other great content ahead, so read on!
If you want to submit an article for a future issue of the Raging
Buffalo, send it my way: publications@uofrengineering.com.
Good luck to everyone, and I wish you all a great semester.
Jesse Schmitz (The sexy guy shown below)
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Advice For First Years...
And Others
BY TANNER AULIE
JOURNALISM GRADUATE

Hello men and women of the
pen and paper. Welcome to
another semester of university. I’ve been asked to share
with you some insights and
observations from my four
years at university that you
may find helpful or at the very
least neat. This will not be a
collection of shallow tumblr quotes but neither do I
promise to provide especially
ground breaking advice. All I
promise to do is spit some hot
fire of truth about the experience that I had and probably
make a bunch of obscure Lord
of the Rings references and
just hope and pray that there
is some bread crumb of information that is applicable to
your life. Or a white rice kernel
of information if you have a
gluten allergy.
Let’s get into it!
First things first, you’re the
realest. Second things second,
if you have not already done
so, opt out of your health and
dental insurance if it is not
applicable to you. The amount
of money that you will be
spending on tuition for the
next few years is a little mind
boggling so any pittance that
you can save, only to spend
later on textbooks, is a bonus.
On the subject of money
and saving it, if you don’t
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have a parking pass and
think that you can outsmart
the parking people, you’re
on the wrong boat sailor.
Those people have a salaried
position that entails almost
exclusively patrolling the
university to ensure all
parking laws are obeyed.
Against the power of the
parking people, there can
be no victory. Up Wascana
Parkway on your first left
always has spots open and
the walk is not that bad. It
can be painful in the winter,
but life is pain dumb dumb.
That is one of the best
lessons university can teach
you.
Also regarding saving money, make your own lunches
you useless reptile. Bring a
separate bag that is full of
cheap mobile snack foods:
peach cups, apples, granola
bars, pears, bears, tears, salt,
assorted minerals. Have fun
with it! Although if you do
have to buy lunch go to the
Campion Café. My genetic
makeup was 80% homemade potato bacon soup in
my second semester thanks
to ladies working there.
One of the coolest things
about university is the variety of people you will meet
during your time here. Being
a judgmental person served

me well in university socially because it pays to know
your limits so you can’t wildly
overstep them. Some of the
greatest people in my life are
only there because of university but I had to wade through
several years of passably interesting, mostly forgettable turd
burgers to get them. You will
also see people that are literally ‘goals’. Be it body goals,
academic goals, relationship
goals, or grades goals. These
people are a really great standard to hold yourself in order
to rate how much a disgrace
you are. If you’re a self-deprecating throttle bottom like me
you’ll like to surround yourself
with people who are inspiring
because you’ve convinced
yourself that talent and success operate through osmosis.
If you haven’t figured out your
study habits at this point you
better work it out girl. Find
out if you need a quiet place
or a busy place in order to be
most productive and then
scope out a place that you
can claim. For me, the top few
levels of the Archer Library or
the top levels of the Research
and Innovation Center generally remained fairly silent
and secluded. I claimed these
spots for myself by dumping
all of my stuff there and then
sporadically checking up on
it once or twice a day. One

time someone stole all of
gym stuff. A quiet and private
bathroom is also something
you should definitely invest in
discovering. I’d tell you where
mine was but that would ruin
the fun. Just kidding I’ve been
using your locker. I used it this
morning.
You also need to figure out
what you need to do as a
person to make sure your
very being is not crushed
under all of the stress that
university life has to throw at
you. Do you need to blow off
steam? Of course not! You’re
not a train engine. You are a
human person, theoretically,

and sometimes you just don’t
want to feel like an organic
pain collector. You could go
to the gym if you’re that type
of person, but you’ll probably just head over to Netflix
because you’re this type of
person. Netflix is a saucy minx
but it is mindless and sometimes that’s what you need.
Especially and specifically you,
because you’re a fool. Sometimes reading something
other than a text book is just
enough of a break. I’ll give you
a second to just mentally go
over all the things you’re procrastinating doing by reading
this article.

Negative reinforcement is one
of my strong suits and, as it
happens, it is also one of the
corner stones of higher learning. That may not be true, but
one truth that you should take
out of this is that university is
what you make it to be. It can
be a dingy 7-11 of doubt, disgrace and disappointment, or
it can be a beautiful museum
of experience, self-discovery
and opportunity.
University is basically equivalent to the life sized chess
game in Harry Potter. Messy,
thought provoking and a
ginger is probably going to be
left behind.
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F*** it, Skip it
BY MARLON RIVAS
4TH YEAR - SOFTWARE SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

School is a cluster fuck of
assignments, labs and exams.
The first few weeks of school
go by with very little to do and
it lulls you into a false sense of
security. However, this ends
too soon and inevitably all
the classes, nearly in unison,
rear their ugly heads and hit
you with more work than you
can handle. Many a time I
found myself being more than
overwhelmed with school
and what I found helped me
is skipping classes. Skipping
class gives you extra time
to catch up on homework,
Netflix and sleep. With the one
minor drawback being it may
or may not hurt your grade.
So if you want to skip class it is
best to skip a class that will in
the end be the least detrimental to you. To determine which
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class this may be there are
three class characteristics that
I personally use.
1. Time
Now if there is one thing in
this world I love more than
food its sleep. I love sleep, I
try to get as much sleep as
possible and wake up as late
as possible. Many of you may
think you love sleep but here
is one question that I ask
anyone who claims this: Do
you press the snooze button?
If the answer is anything but
zero then you don’t love sleep,
you are just another filthy
heretic. True sleep enthusiasts
don’t snooze, they get up
after enjoying the maximum
amount of uninterrupted
sleep. Rant aside, the first
candidate on your list for

classes to skip is the classes
that take place at 8:30 in the
morning. These are brutal
and waking up that early is
physically painful for me to
even think about. This class is
my personal favorite to skip,
for no other reason than my
bed is warm and comfortable.
As for the masochist who has
opted in for 7:30 classes stop
reading here, this is the class
you skip. At the other side
of the spectrum you have
classes that end at 4:20. These
classes suck for a different
reason, rush hour traffic.
Both the traffic on the ring
road and through the city
itself is brutal. I don’t know
what it is but many 9-5ers
can’t drive and it bothers me.
When I leave school I want
to get home asap to work on
the assignments that I have
left for the last minute (aka
watching Netflix), and also so I
can have a nap. But rush hour

has other plans, for this reason
I have frequently ducked out
of classes that are scheduled
later in the day to beat traffic.
2. Course
The course itself, I find, helps
sway the process of whether
or not to skip a class; doubly
so when I’m on the fence
about skipping that day.
Looking at just the course is
important because each of
us will have a class we hate
going to for various reasons.
This is the class you should
look at for skipping because I
find if I don’t like a class I tend
to waste my time at a lecture
dicking around on my phone
and not paying attention. This
time could be better allocated
doing other things like eating
or dicking around on your
phone somewhere else. Another way to determine what
class to skip is ask: What class

is it? Your prime target is generally the mandatory electives
like the humanity or natural
science that is required for
graduation. These classes are
ripe for skipping because they
are generally introductory
level classes that also have
nothing to do with your actual
degree so you may find them
increasingly insufferable.
3. Professor
In my opinion, the professor
of any given class is the deal
breaker when it comes to
what class to skip. For instance, you may find yourself
in an elective class at 8:30
in the morning, perfect for
skipping right? But what do
you do when the professor
doesn’t put up the notes or
examples from class online?
To make it worse what happens if you don’t have a friend
you could copy notes from?

You only have one option:
knuckle under and go. Sometimes the professor of a class
is the only reason to skip. That
is to say, if you find a professor
who posts all their notes and
examples from class online
verbatim, then there is no
need to attend. Going back
to our example from earlier,
if the professor doesn’t post
anything but is an awful lecturer the situation is less dire.
In this case, learning from the
textbook and the internet may
be the only way to learn the
course. This means skipping
class is reasonable action.
These are the three main
diagnostic criteria I use when
determining what class to
skip. Now god speed making
it through the 2015/2016 fall
semester.

Three engineers are having lunch and discussing what kind of engineer God is. The
mechanical engineer says, "God must be a mechanical engineer, look at the complex
structures of the body!" The electrical engineer says, "No, look at the electrical
processes of the body, which the brain could not operate without, he must be an
electrical engineer." The civil engineer says, "You're both wrong, he had to be a civil
engineer. Who else would run a waste line through a recreational area?"
A young engineer was leaving the office at 6pm when he found his boss standing in
front of a shredder with a piece of paper in his hand.
"Listen," said his boss, "this is important, and my secretary has left. Can you make this
thing work?"
"Certainly," said the young engineer. He turned the machine on, inserted the paper,
and pressed the start button.
"Well done, Well done!" said his boss as his paper disappeared inside the machine. "I
just need one copy."
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GMO Woes
BY SHELBY LAROSE
4TH YEAR - AGRONOMY - COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND BIORESOURCES
UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

Working in the agriculture industry presents
the same amount of challenge that any other
industry would experience. The only thing
different about ours is that we are expected
to feed 9 billion people by 2020. When you
think about it, that is not that far away and it
is a lot of weight on the shoulders of those in
the industry. We are expected to produce more
food than ever before with the same amount
of land, in the most sustainable way possible
and keep the consumers happy. The best way
that we can do this is with genetically modified
or engineered food (a.k.a. GMOs). Without any
background knowledge, one person is able to
change the views of society by posting an article on social media that could include false or
misinterpreted information. I am hopeful that
by reading this, you will gain a better understanding of the agriculture industry and how
we are expected to feed the growing population.
Genetically modifying food is the process
of taking wanted traits from one plant and
using it in another plants DNA in order to get
plants that are resistant to chemicals, disease
and insects. This is done so crops themselves
are not destroyed by things that can easily
be controlled. We cannot develop resistance
to environmental factors but we can easily
stop an insect from taking out an entire crop
of canola, or a fungal disease from taking out
an entire crop of wheat. No canola means
no oil for cooking and no wheat means no
bread on the table (and no beer). Having

Page 6

these genetic traits allows the crop to reach
its full potential and get the greatest yield
out of the smallest land possible. The process
of creating a GMO takes up a minimum of
10 years of testing and regulatory approvals.
The regulatory process of approval in Canada
(and the World) is extensive and if the crop
was not safe for consumption, it would not
be approved for growth.
Many people think that all food available to
us is genetically modified. The truth is there
are only eight crops in the world are genetically modified and have the same nutritional
value as non-GM crops. These include: field
corn, sweet corn, soybeans, cotton, canola,
sugar beets, papaya and squash. One other
consumer perception is that farmers douse
their crops in chemical because of GMOs
but this in fact is not the case. The use of
pesticides has reduced by 1.2 billion pounds
in the last two decades which has saved the
environment and the grower’s time in the
field.
I have worked three internships in the agriculture industry and it has been the best three
summers. I have been able to work alongside
farmers as they grow their genetically modified
crops and help them produce better food for
the growing population. It is possible to grow
food and be sustainable to the environment
without going organic. To get more of your
questions answered, visit gmoanswers.com, or
you may email me at shelbylarose94@yahoo.ca.

Education Status:
It’s Complicated
BY ARMIN SMAJEVIC
2ND YEAR - ELECTRONICS SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

We know you’re there, we can see you doing
what everybody tells you not to do you
little fucking rebel. We can see and hear you
talking to your friends about the exam that
you’re currently taking. We can see when you
accessed UR Courses (which by chance was
during your test). We can see the scribbles on
your forearm that tell you 1+1=2. We can see
your terrible grammar written on the inside of
your water bottle. We can hear the vibration
of the phone that you “forgot” to put away
on silent. We can smell it when the professor
catches you and all of a sudden you’re shitting
your britches. Not only do we know that you
suck at that particular class, but also that you
suck at cheating. At this point you suck at two
of the things that would get you through the
degree....It’s probably a good idea if you drop
out of engineering.
Say there’s this guy named Special Agent Ramo,
and he’s notorious for being a cheater. He’s the
guy that copies and pastes his friend’s assignment and forgets to change the name. Ramo’s
the type of guy who cheats in the class that’s

all about engineering ethics. In a lab he would
be the guy who steals lab equipment for the
experiment specifically labeled “Do Not Try This
at Home” and then tries it at...You guessed it,
home. Ramo’s the type of guy to take a tablet into the final unseen and swipe through
the browsing history of shameful porn in an
attempt to find the site that has the answers he
needs. But after forgetting to turn his volume
down, he accidentally clicks on the URL for a
video rightfully named “GILF Takes it All”. Special Agent Ramo is kind of an asshole.
If you find yourself looking like Special Agent
Ramo, heed my advice listed above and drop
out, or improve your morals and don’t cheat
anymore. If you do decide to continue cheating, so be it, be that person. Just know that it’s
going to be hilarious when you get caught. Nobody is going to help you; your ‘friends’ won’t
risk their own degrees to save you. You’ll have
your calculator so far up your ass you won’t
be able to derive the formula to solve the shit
storm you got yourself into.

A priest, an ophthalmologist, and an engineer were golfing one morning behind a
particularly slow group of golfers.
The engineer fumed, "What's with those guys? We must have been waiting for fifteen
minutes!"
The doctor chimed in, "I don't know, but I've never seen such inept golf!"
The priest said, "Here comes the greens keeper. Let's have a word with him."
He said, "Hello, George. What's wrong with that group ahead of us? They're rather slow, aren't
they?"
The greens keeper replied, "Oh, yes. That's a group of blind firemen. They lost their sight
saving our clubhouse from a fire last year, so we let them play for free anytime."
The group fell silent for a moment. Then the priest said, "That's so sad. I think I'll say a special
prayer for them."
The ophthalmologist added, "Good idea. And maybe I could examine them to see if there's
anything I can do for them."
They were silent for a moment.
Then the engineer said, "Why can't they play at night?"
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Do you wanna make an Airplane?
BY JESSE SCHMITZ		

4TH YEAR - ELECTRONICS SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

One time I made a paper airplane and I threw it farther than other people. In response to huge
demand, I have decided to publish the instructions for folding my “11th place in Canada” airplane
design. If you win any competitions with it, make sure you give me credit. Cool? Cool. Now let’s get
to it!

Step 1:
Get a piece of paper. Class syllabuses or other useless
notes work well. Don’t use a plain sheet of paper because
that is very wasteful and bad for the environment. (My
enviro girlfriend made me write that)

Step 2:
Do the first few fold of the classic dart. If you don’t know how
to fold the classic dart, then I truly pity you. Google it I guess.
Your paper should look like this.

Step 3:
Fold the top of the triangle down to the middle of the
bottom. That should have been an easy fold. If your paper
doesn’t look like this you should probably just give up now.

Step 4:
Fold the edges towards the middle so that your plane looks
like this. I don’t really know how to explain it any better, so
just follow my picture.
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Step 5:
You’re doing great champ, almost done. Now fold that
triangular bit forward. The paper should look like this.

Step 6:
By now you are probably thinking: “Wow, what genius! This
plane is truly the embodiment of elegance.” Flip the plane
over and fold the triangle bit around the nose to the other
side.

Step 7:
The rest is pretty easy. Fold the plane in half, then fold the
wings down. You’re basically done, so please don’t fuck this
up now.

Step 8:
Unfold the wings. The finished plane should look like this. If
your plane doesn’t look like this you should probably drop
out of school. Those were awesome instructions, and if you
couldn’t follow them, there is no way you will be able to do
stuff like solve differential equations, or triple integrals.

For the best results:
The plane should be a bit y-shaped when you look at it from the back. Also, it is usually best if
the wings are bent or curled up slightly at the back. Because, you know, physics and shit.
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An Interview
With Author
Alex Cousins
BY JESSE SCHMITZ
4TH YEAR - ELECTRONICS SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

Alex Cousins is a political science student and
author here at the University of Regina. Recently he has published his first novel, Last Resort.
I was able to sit down with him and ask his
some questions about his book, as well as his
thoughts about art and engineering.
People often think of art and engineering as
completely unrelated fields. Do you see any
intersection between the two? And if so,
what?
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I can’t speak for all types of art, but for me
writing is a pretty controlled pursuit. Fictional
systems, much like mechanical systems, have to
make sense. I can’t make a compelling setting
where characters have no reason to interact, or
where political institutions have no reason to
exist. As in engineering, there’s a lot of practical
problem solving that goes into writing a book.
In engineering we are often designing to solve
a particular problem. The process begins with
a problem to solve, and proceeds towards a
workable solution. Do you think the creative
process that you use is at all comparable to the
engineering design process?
I might not be a typical writer when it comes
to my “process”, and I’m not sure if there is such
a thing as a standard creative “process”. Many
writers, myself included, are inspired by social
or political issues. In that sense writers also look
for a problem, but the problems we identify
don’t usually have a simple solution. Stories can
be used to bring a reader into a place where
they can think about something in a new way,

or examine an opinion separate of their personal biases. In this way writers can attempt to educate people about a problem, and try to find
a solution for it that way. For example, George
Orwell wrote 1984 in the late 1940’s to examine
totalitarianism in the wake of WW2 and the
reality of the U.S.S.R. I also wrote in an attempt
to examine the problems of unregulated free
trade capitalism. In this sense the processes
are similar, even if each discipline has different
goals and achieves them in different ways.
Could you talk a bit more about the problems
or ideas that you were trying to examine in
writing Last Resort?
In particular, I wanted the setting to reflect how
difficult it can be for weak governments to regulate multinational corporations. For example,
in the book government is extremely weak and
has lost the ability to tax corporations. This has
given wide ranging powers to corporate actors
and made them able to be a law unto themselves. Developing nations in our world have
great difficulty placing restrictions on multinational companies because these companies
can simply invest somewhere else. In corrupt
countries, officials can also be bribed to look
the other way when regulations are breached.
Real governments aren’t nearly as powerless as
those in Last Resort, but by exacerbating current problems, I can make actual issues more
visible in a fictional setting.
I think most people would agree that science
fiction as a genre is, at least on the surface, the
most related to science and engineering. Can
you comment on some of the scientific ideas
and technologies that you included in Last
Resort?
That’s definitely true. Science fiction is often
described as examining the impact of technology on society. There are definitely a couple
technologies that significantly impact the
setting. First, there’s a process called “sculpting”,
which is essentially plastic surgery on steroids.
Advancements in synthetic tissue culturing and
anesthetics could make the human body into
a true canvas. Sculpting replaces most of the
skin and some bones with synthetic replicas

that can be changed on a whim. With enough
money, someone can change any physical characteristics. No body type, ethnicity, or physical
feature is unattainable. In terms of weapons,
spaceships in Last Resort use lasers. Lasers work
as a weapon by rapidly heating and cooling a
surface with pulses of energy. They break down
armor Plating much like the elements break
a road or bridge with freezing and thawing.
Armor to combat this threat would have to be
elastic, so that the heating and cooling wood
wouldn’t break the substance. Kinetic weapons would exist, so the entire armor couldn’t
be elastic. As a result, there would have to be
layered armor of shock and laser resistant materials, such as rubber and steel. This is probably
the best example of incorporating hard science
into the world of Last Resort.
Thanks for spending some time sitting down
with me. What is the best way for people to get
your book if they are interested?
Thanks for having me. The best way to learn
more about me is to visit my website, www.
alexcousins.com, follow me on twitter @AuthorCousins or like my facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/arycousins. There’s also the
official book launch on Septemeber 25th 2015,
from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM in the Riddell Center.
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Tyson Klein on Trying
Something New
BY TYSON KLEIN
4TH YEAR - INDUSTRIAL SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

As a seasoned Industrial Engineering student, I
have seen my fair share of ludicrous lab reports and marathon, seemingly extraneous,
assignments. I’ve been a part of group projects,
both with excellent and horrid chemistry, and
altogether I’ve penned ‘dx’ far more often than
any person should. Nevertheless, as you probably can identify, the grind continues to march
forward with classes paradoxically increasing
in workload and rigor. The brunt of the inevitable stress falls squarely on the shoulders of the
student, and without proper channels, is the
source of famed burnout seen in our faculty.
Art has served as a sort of oasis for me in the
past few years. It used to be my priority in high
school; I can remember back to when my life
was planned out to me graphic designing 2000
kilometres away by now. Then, as my focus
shifted to physics, I realized perhaps Engineering could be my calling. I’m sure many of us
have similar stories with varied origins. My first
year was grueling. School was my life, my social

life took a hard hit and I had all but lost my
hobbies to academia. By the end of the year, I
had come across my second contemplation of
dropout.
What I learned when I decided to give it another shot, and what I hope everybody has the
chance to see by the end of their tenure here at
the U of R, is that you can’t take yourself too seriously. School or work shouldn’t be shrugged
off but it also shouldn’t be revered. You must
find balance within your life in order to avoid
a calculus-fueled cabin fever. If you had a day
off, a day in which you had no prior obligations,
find something that makes you want to get
up early. Find something that can act as your
rock. For me, it happens to be drawing stuff on
whiteboards and in a sketchbook, making beer
and perusing the latest featured wiki page. It
could be something as simple as keeping a
journal, as committed as going to the gym, as
engrossing as writing a book, or as casual as
listening to music. There are two things I wish I
could go back and tell myself in first year.
Don’t be hesitant to try something new, and
find whatever it is that gives you balance.

Art By Tyson Klein
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More Art By Talented Engineers

Clockwise from upper left:
Tyson Klein, Shara Khan, Tyson Klein,
Tyson Klein, and Tyson Klein
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Get Out and Vote!
BY BRITTANY SIPPOLA
3RD YEAR - ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

Election time is here. No, I’m not talking about
the battles to the south of us between the former first lady and the man with the cotton-puff
toupee. Stop caring about that election. Their
primaries are further away than our actual election. You should be caring about the Canadian
Federal Election. If you’re newly 18, or didn’t
get the chance to vote in the 2011 election, this
should be an extra exciting time for you: go
cast your first Federal ballot this fall.
Have you been registered to vote yet? Check
elections.ca to see if you have already been
registered to vote in your desired riding (either
here at your Regina address, or at your primary
residence back home). Typing in your postal
code will help show what days advance voting
takes place and what candidates are running in
your electoral district. The final list of confirmed
candidates who are running will be posted on
September 30th, but until then you can see
who has been confirmed so far.
If you aren’t registered yet, the University
of Regina Students Union can help. From
September 28th through October 15th,
volunteers in Riddell Centre can help you
get registered to vote, take voting pledges,
and voting information. Keep your eyes out
for the following upcoming events: Fair Vote
Canada Event (September 23rd), Candidate
Fair (October 2nd), Election Trivia (October
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7th), Pancake Breakfast (October 19th) and
Elections Results Night at the Owl (October
19th). More will surely be popping up closer
to the event, so stay tuned.
Are you from outside of Regina and eligible
to vote in the upcoming election? If you want
to vote in your home riding, the University
of Regina Advance Polling Stations will make
that process easier. Advance polling will
occur October 5th-8th, with two stations set
up in College West and Education Building.
Simple Steps to Being an Involved Citizen:
• Decide which riding you’re voting in if you’re
not from Regina. (Will you vote at your new
Regina address, or vote back home?
• Register to vote in your desired riding.
• Learn about the parties, and the candidates
for MP in your riding.
• Encourage your friends and family to vote,
especially those under 30 – we usually have
pretty pathetic voting records, so this election
period, cast your vote!
• Look into volunteering for a candidate’s
campaign or volunteering for a “Get Out the
Vote” event.
• When October rolls around, pledge to vote,
attend election events, and most importantly,
cast your ballot. Make your voice heard.

The Rise of eSports
BY ORIYO CHAKMA

Back when I was little and played a lot of video games, my parents always said that nobody can make money from playing video games. However, that is not the case anymore
because eSports or professional gaming is on the rise. Recently there was a tournament
for Dota 2, a 5 vs 5 game where each player chooses from a large list of heroes with
special unique abilities and the objective of the game is to destroy each others base. The
prizepool of the tournament was $18.2 million, where the winner gets a whopping $6.6
million shared among the 5 players. One of the winners, was a 16 year old boy from
Pakistan named Sumail, which is impressive because the average age of most of these
pro gamers seem to be around 20-24. Esports is slowly becoming more and more popular
thanks to services like twitch, YouTube, etc. where people can watch these professional
gamers compete and therefore replace the need for television. Dota 2 isn’t the only eSports that is growing, as there are other esports games like League of Legends, Starcraft
2, CS:GO, etc. If you plan on trying to become a pro gamer, just remember that these
professional players have spent a lot of time on these video games. Sumail for example, has been playing since he was 8. Personally, I prefer playing the games casually and
spamming dank memes on Twitch.
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Electronics vs. Electrical
Systems Engineering – There
is a Difference
BY NICK LAPLANTE
5TH YEAR - ELECTRONICS SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

At first glance there may not
seem to be a difference, but
there is. Imagine, just for a
second, that you’re a bright
eyed and bushy tailed young
co-op student going into his
third work-term, starting his
first steps into a career in the
industry of electric power. You
spent your first two workterms programming away
behind a computer screen,
because those were the only
jobs available, only to luck
out on your third work-term
and get a foot in the door at
a power utility. As you meet
one of the senior engineers
in the department, he tries to
make small talk, asking you
about your job experience.
You tell him about your past
coop jobs, and how you’re
excited to finally have a job
in the electronics industry.
Shit. You see the engineer’s
face grow stern. You’ve gone
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through this a million times
in your head, but it slipped
your mind, being nervous on
your first day. That one word,
not even the whole word, just
the “-onics” on the end. The
engineer says “Oh, well we
don’t really do any electronics
here.” Crap. You stumble over
your words trying to explain
yourself. You see another
engineer shaking his head in
the background. That’s it. Say
goodbye to the electric power
industry. You’re done for. Good
luck even finding another job
where you get to travel to
power plants across this great
province of ours, inspecting
and testing equipment,
seeing the generators and
motors running, looking at
the intricate layout of the
cables coming from the relay
room as they spread out
across the plant floor and
hearing the sweet hum of
the transformers outside. The

dream is dead.
Okay maybe the end of
my “too specific to be
made up” anecdote got
a little over dramatic.
Call me a pessimist if
you will. My point still
stands, however. The four
streams of the electronic
systems engineering
discipline are Power,
Telecommunications,
Instrumentation & Controls
and Microelectronics.
Anyone who is familiar with
any part of the electronics/
electrical industry would
be able to tell you that
three of these streams
don’t necessarily fit under
the veil of “electronics
systems engineering”.
The difference is that
electronics engineering
can fit under the diverse
umbrella of electrical

engineering, but the opposite
is not necessarily true. This
has been the attitude in the
industry since Bell Labs first
invented the transistor, and
this will not change in the
near future. When students
of this University graduate
with a degree in Electronics
Systems Engineering, we are
setting them up for failure in
a cut throat job market, in an
industry hell bent on keeping
their ways.
Okay that’s not necessarily
true, a graduate should
be able to reflect on their
resume what their primary
area of focus is, but it has
been known to cause a lot of
confusion and makes for some
embarrassing anecdotes.
The point that I am trying
to make here is that future
graduates of this university
would be better served if their

degree was not in Electronic
Systems Engineering, but
rather Electrical Systems
Engineering. It may seem
like only five letters, but it
makes a world of difference
to recruiters and graduates
alike. It’s a long, drawn out
process, as you can’t just
change the name of one of
your programs. You have to
go through the University,
accreditation boards and a
heap of politics to even begin
the process. At this point it
seems almost impossible.
It’s more likely that the
engineers will have their own
building (fingers crossed)
before my hopeless pipe
dream even comes to fruition.
But I feel we should make a
stand and start this process
now! The winds of change
are upon us. In the immortal
words of Dwight Schrute,

“There are moments where
we can affect change. For a
few seconds every decade,
we exist, and these are those
seconds!” If we use these
few seconds we have here
as students, we can start the
winds of change, we can
make a difference. A change
like this is years away from
even being considered. But if
we don’t put the thought in
everyone’s heads now, we are
only delaying what I see as the
inevitable. Let’s speak now,
and make it known that we
want change! These are the
seconds that we can make a
difference!
Or you could just sit in the
lounge and bitch about it like
I do. I’m out of here in less
than a year anyway :)

An engineer died and reported to the pearly gates. An intern angel, filling in for St Peter,
checked his dossier and grimly said, "Ah, you're an engineer. You're in the wrong place."
So the engineer was cast down to the gates of hell and was let in. Pretty soon, the engineer
became gravely dissatisfied with the level of comfort in hell, and began designing and
building improvements. After a while, the underworld had air conditioning, flush toilets, and
escalators, and the engineer was becoming a pretty popular guy among the demons.
One day, God called Satan up on the telephone and asked with a sneer, "So, how's it going
down there in hell?"
Satan laughed and replied, "Hey, things are going great. We've got air conditioning and flush
toilets and escalators, and there's no telling what this engineer is going to come up with next."
God's face clouded over and he exploded, "What? You've got an engineer? That's a mistake. He
should never have been sent down there. Send him up here."
Satan shook his head, "No way. I like having an engineer on the staff, and I'm keeping him."
God was as mad as he had ever been, "This is not the way things are supposed to work and
you know it. Send him back up here or I'll sue."
Satan laughed uproariously, "Yeah, right. And just where are YOU going to get a lawyer?"
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Meet Your 2015/2016 RESS
Nicole Barber
5th Year
President
“The Boss”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the wolf.
I’m all about String Theory.

Magda Seitz
5th Year
VP Finance (Monies)
“Write cheques. Drink beer. Profit.”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is Taylor Swift.
I’m not all about String Theory or Quantum Loop Gravity. I’m
more like, “whaat?”

Marten Fidler
6th Year
VP Professional Affairs
“The official ambassador of poor engineering students.”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the cthulhu.
I’m all about String Theory.

Ahmad Qaqa
2nd Year
VP Academic
“Faculty affairs”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal are turtles,
they have limited abilities but they work hard.
When Jesse asks me physics questions, I say “whaat?”
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Brittany Sippola
3rd Year
VP Communications
“Send all the emails and make the kids cry”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the tarantula.
I’m all about String Theory.

Maksym Zabutnyy
3rd Year
VP Social
“BEERFEST BEERFEST BEERFEST BEERFEST BEERFEST”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the dawg.
I’m all about String Theory.

Jeremy Beaurivage
4th Year
Industry Relations Director
“Beg for jobs and money”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the cat (the
more cuddly the better).
I’m all about String Theory.

Nick LaPlante
5th Year
Student Services Director
“People bitch about stuff, I listen”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the rocket
ship. 								
I’m all about Quantum Loop Gravity.

Mackenzie Gelinas
Student Life Director
“I cannot confirm nor deny my involvement with the RESS at this time.”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is a mystery wrapped in an enigma.
I am ambivalent about String Theory or Quantum Loop Gravity
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Quinn Bast
2nd Year
Lounge Director
“I relax”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the Penguins. Who doesn’t want a penguin?
I’m all about String Theory.

James T.H. Hsieh
2nd Year
Visual Media Director
“Fashion sense and a designer’s brain”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the elephant.
When posed the question of String Theory or Quantum Loop
Gravity, I replied “whaat?”

Armin Smajevic
2nd Year
Charity Director
“Making it rain on organizations in need”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the drunken
monkey.
I’m all about String Theory.

Tristan Heisler
2nd Year
Stores Director
“I buy and distribute swag and swag accessories”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the Bison.
(Wow, wow, wow.)						
I’m all about String Theory.
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Zach Martin
2nd Year
Student Life Director
“I help plan the parties”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is an elephant.
I’m all about Quantum Loop Gravity.

Jesse Schmitz
4th Year
Publications Director
“Minster of truth”
Besides the obvious Buffalo, my spirit animal is the human.
I think going forward we will find that neither String Theory
nor Quantum Loop Gravity will provide us with an accurate
and complete model of the universe, fools!
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Excerpt from Last Resort
BY ALEX COUSINS

“Why?” Sybil Ferris asked, fists clenched.
“I can’t do this. I refuse to be like father. I refuse
to be part of the problem,” Isa Ferris replied.
Isa faced her sister in a cherry wood hall gilded
in platinum and gold. Servants parted around
the pair, carrying about their menial tasks
with downturned faces. Isa’s trembling fingers
clutched at a roll of crisp parchment that signed
away her inheritance of Ferris Freight.
“What problem?” Sybil stuck a finger in Isa’s
chest. “Why choose poverty?”

to form a table. The pen arrived and Sybil
scratched ink onto paper.
“It’s yours now,” Isa said, sucking in a long
breath.
Sybil stared at Isa, and straightened with
parchment in hand. “I will give you a parting
gift, Isa. You are dispossessed of the name
Ferris. You will renounce all claim to the power
and influence it holds. You will never use it to
accomplish your goals. If you truly believe that
this family’s existence is unjust, then you will
not benefit from it. You will become common.”

Isa brushed her sister’s hand away. She looks
nothing like the little sister that snuck into
my tutoring sessions, Isa thought. She’s been
recarved by the sculptor’s knife. She looks like
one of them. “Our family wastes more money
than the Ethics Commission has in its entire
budget. I can have wealth but I’d have no purpose. I’d be rich and irrelevant.”

“How is that a gift?”

“You’re naive. Wealth is never irrelevant, and
rejecting your birthright cannot change that.”

Sybil nodded, and waved another servant over.
“I have one more gift for you, before you leave.”
Sybil turned, holding a lacquered wooden box.
She flipped it open, revealing a long revolver
polished to a mirror-sheen. The perfect reflection was interrupted by the words Last Resort
etched into the barrel. Isa saw the stress that
tugged at her features in the weapon, and the
steel in her gaze. She reached into the box and
grasped the hilt. The weapon fit flawlessly into
her fingers.

“I have to try!” Isa’s voice boomed, sending a
pair of servants scuttling out of the hall. “This
world is flat fucking wrong, and I won’t live in it.”
Sybil’s surgically perfected lips curled in a smirk.
“You’re wrong, but you’re predictable. You’ll see
that I’m right, before the end.”
“Fuck you.” Isa unfurled the parchment and
shoved it into her sister’s chest. “I don’t give a
shit about your adolescent wisdom. I came here
for your signature. Father won’t let me leave
until he knows that you’ve agreed to take the
company on. Its medieval, but I need your help
on this.”
Sybil plucked the paper from Isa’s fingers, and
snapped for a servant to bring a pen. “Father
does love tradition. I’ll help you,” Sybil said,
pushing another servant down to his knees
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“In return for this promise, I will not interfere in
your idiocy. I will let you play at justice. I give
you freedom, Isa; may it prove fruitful, even
though we both know it will not.”
Isa swallowed. “Fair.”

“It’s perfect,” Isa said.
“Of course it is,” Sybil replied with a smile, the
first real smile Isa had seen on her sister in
months. “I wouldn’t settle for less.”
“Thank you, Sybil,” Isa said, tears misting in her
eyes.
“Go,” Sybil replied, “this is no place for you.”
***

